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Annual Report 
July 1, 2019- June 30, 2020 

Pop-up Cards by Carol Feierabend 

Love Point by Lesley Giles 

Wonky Dock by Julie Riker 

Film: Van Gogh & Japan / from Art & Zen 



President’s Report 

Matt Smyth, Board President 

DCA is celebrating its 50th Anniversary this year and while the coronavirus has interrupted many 

of our plans, we still have much to celebrate! Like everyone else, COVID-19 forced DCA to 

make adjustments:  the Center closed for several months, classes were cancelled, and two of 

our biggest events, Guest Artist Gala and Plein Air Golf Tournament, were postponed. Despite 

these obstacles, DCA provided “virtual programming,” featuring local artists and fostering    

community connections, and promoted creativity in Dorchester County. 

Thanks to a matching grant from the state, we were able to make physical improvements to    

the Center, and the web site is being redesigned, adding more features and becoming more        

user-friendly. Membership has remained strong and the Center continues to play a vital role in 

the community. 

While we don’t know what the future will bring, we are optimistic that we’ll be able to host our 

annual Dorchester Showcase in September, as well as two of our biggest fundraisers: Guest 

Artist Gala and the Plein Air Golf Tournament, while practicing “social distancing” guidelines.  

DCA relies heavily on the financial support of the community and if you haven’t done so already, 

then please renew your membership and consider increasing your level of support. Our historic 

building is aging, and we anticipate having significant infrastructure needs, in addition to need-

ing support for our programs and exhibits.  DCA is here for you and our community - help us be 

around for another 50 years! 

Executive Director’s Report 

Barb Seese, Executive Director 

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times. So said Charles Dickens in the opening 

paragraph of A Tale of Two Cities. I could begin the story of fiscal 2020 that same way.   

The COVID-19 pandemic brought us to our knees, impacting us individually and collectively in 

ways we never imagined. The unrest following the death of George Floyd took us from our 

knees to our feet as the world rallied in the face of racial injustice. And in both of these situa-

tions, and everything in between, art was with us. From the pandemic parodies on social media 

to the protest signs lifted up in outrage, art was used to treat the pain of the human condition.  

I’m proud to play a part in sharing art’s transformational power. Changing lives and building 

community through the arts is what DCA does. This year, and every year.    

Fiscal 2020 started strong:  

♦ Youth summer arts program featuring 8 weeks of activities for ages 3 and up  

♦ Free Baltimore Symphony Musicians concert in the George B. Todd Performance Hall 

♦ Dedication of the Harriet Tubman mural as part of the Day of Resilience event 

♦ Showcase, hosting a “Heritage Village” for the 350th Anniversary of Dorchester County 

♦ Smithsonian Water/Ways exhibition in the George B. Todd Performance Hall  

A full schedule of art classes rolled out, exciting new projects were grant-funded, fresh exhibits 

popped up in the galleries, and a new cultural weekend event “Art & Zen” premiered in March.  

And then Covid struck, closing us down and tabling our plans. But we wrap the fiscal year 

partially re-opened; welcoming the public to the galleries and gift shop. DCA is changing and 

adapting - and while we cannot predict the future, optimism reigns. There are good things still   

to come. My deep appreciation to all our members and supporters who bring their time, 

talents and treasure to DCA. We cannot do it without you!  



Financial Development  
Committee Report  

 

Stephyn Butcher, Committee Chair 
 
Summer began with youth summer arts and wrapped up with the Showcase event featuring    
a tribute to the 350th Anniversary of Dorchester County. Fall continued traditional art classes 
like drawing, painting, fiber art, ceramics, stained glass, and decoy carving. We looked to the 
past and present in October/November’s Smithsonian’s traveling exhibition “Water/Ways”, 
which showed us how dependent we in Dorchester are on the water and that safeguarding its 
future is safeguarding our own. Winter arrived with holiday activities prior to DCA’s annual 
closing through New Year’s Day. In January the Sandwich Scholars offered a warm and enter-
taining lunchtime respite, and month’s end kicked off Black History Month with a program fea-
turing word, song, drama and dance. In February we experienced Frederick Douglass through 
a re-enactment by Walter Jones, and we learned about Cambridge’s musical past with the film 
screening of “You Don’t Know Nothin’ Bout Groove City”. March took us to East Asia with an 
entire weekend of Art & Zen including exhibits, concerts, demos and workshops. Then, just as 
the promise of spring was in the air, the future rushed upon us with the arrival of Covid-19 and 
the need to transition from traditional classroom teaching to virtual experiences.  
 

While Groove City Studios and DCA had planned to begin a series of Spring and Summer 
concerts, the pandemic threw a wrench in the works. Undaunted, we will inaugurate the series 
as soon as it’s deemed safe. Groove City Studios at DCA  will be hosting concerts in the 
George B. Todd Performance Hall. The Hall will also be the new home of the Groove Theatre 
Co., once they, too, are able to bring back performances  to share with audiences of all ages. 
 
The Program Committee is working hard on restructuring programs so that we can offer     
classes via the internet and keep the arts coming to our community. 

Program Committee Report 

Master Screen Painter John Iampieri 

Showcase Raffle Booth 

“Granddaddy” Walter Jones 

Red Kimono / Art & Zen Exhibit 
Courtesy of Maris Wicker and Larry Skinner 

Betsey Harrington, Committee Chair 
 
This year is ending on a difficult note. Who could possibly have seen the changes coming that 
we have experienced with community interaction and social distancing. Certainly it’s not the 
best environment for classes, gallery shows, and performances. Along with other non-essential 
businesses and social clubs, we had to close and curtail our programs, shows, and events. 
The corporate sponsor program that was developed over the first 8 months garnered one 
sponsor, who upgraded from corporate membership, and our sincere thanks go out to Delco 
Packaging. This newest sponsorship program included incentives of discounts for meeting 
space, tickets to performances, listing on the new monthly printed Program Guide, and on  
materials for the Guest Artist Gala and Golf Tournament. Since all those events were         
cancelled due to the pandemic, we put it on hold to revisit when things return to “normal”. 
 
We were able to apply for a Small Business Administration PPP (Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram) loan, which will ultimately become a grant when the paperwork is completed. Its purpose 
is to provide funds for payroll and we benefited nicely. Uncertainty looms large, but we are 
continuing to move forward with optimism for the future. The income we lost to the pandemic 
was replaced by additional funds from Eulah Legg’s estate and the Small Business loans. 
We started the Bond Bill improvements to the upstairs performance space and downstairs  
storage and classroom spaces. A big thank you goes out to Will Dennehy for spearheading 
the project. A new projector and screen were installed, a closet constructed to store the per-
formance space partitions, and new comfortable chairs were custom ordered. Some improve-
ments are yet to be done, but it seemed prudent to stop the work, amidst a pandemic, and 
reevaluate the scope. The good news is the State of Maryland matching funds will be received 
in the new fiscal year, helping with the uncertainty we are facing.  



2019-2020 in the Galleries 

Sue Lester, Gallery/Gift Shop Committee Chair 
 

Current committee members: Sue Lester, Chair; Susan Klise, Secretary; George Fox, 
Carol Feierabend, Judith Slaughter, Peg McCormack, John Lewis, Katie Hurley. 
In late summer Katie Hurley was hired as the Visual Arts Coordinator. Thanks to outgoing   
coordinator Lori Uncapher. We continue to strive to have the front window showcase all the 
Center offers in terms of activities and exhibitions, relying on volunteers and exhibiting artists to 
help create an enticing space each month that would inform as well as draw visitors in to DCA.  
 

2019/2020 Gallery Comments: 
During the 2019-2020 Gallery year we began utilizing the front as a separate gallery space. 
This has allowed for at minimum 2 different gallery shows a month. We also began exploring 
engagement in the galleries in various forms. For example, in the DCA 50th popup: I<3 DCA 
we utilized post-it notes to ask viewers their favorite memory of Dorchester Center for the Arts. 
Going forward we wish to continue prioritizing user engagement within the exhibitions, expand-
ing exhibit opportunities, and developing programming related to gallery exhibitions including 
music, lectures, classes and demonstrations. 

Gift Shop (Studioworks) 
Several new artists were introduced into the gift shop including jewelry by Sarah Berger,     
mosaic sculptures by Lisa Scarbath, and prints by Shelby Clendaniel. Katie worked to collect 
biographies of the gift shop artists to make available to viewers in the giftshop. There is a    
renewed focus on the shop to keep it vibrant and interesting while affordable to purchasers at 
all levels. Plans are in the works to take items in the shop online with the new DCA website   
currently under construction.  

2019/2020 Exhibits 

2019/2020 Exhibits Main Gallery: 

July 2019: Brian C. Baker “ALKEMI SUN”  /  August 2019: Alison Chase Radcliffe 
September 2019: Julie Riker/Maggii Sarfaty 

October 2019: Community Photography & Digital Arts Exhibit and Competition 
November/December 2019: Wednesday Morning Artists & Friends Gallery of Gifts 

January 2020: Annual Members Show & Sale 
February 2020: Baywater Camera Club Annual Members Show   

March 2020: Art & Zen: Antique Kimonos and Ink Paintings by Carole Yee 

April and May 2020: No Gallery Shows due to Covid-19 
June 2020: Art from the Southbank: Works inspired by John Barth's vision of the Eastern Shore 

2019/2020 Exhibits Front Gallery: 

October 2019: “Lesley Giles: Reflecting on Water” 

November/December 2019: “Lesley Giles: Reflecting on Water" 
January 2020: Bob Tolley-A Retrospective  /  February 2020: I <3 DCA 

March 2020: Similar Techniques Different Styles 
April and May 2020: No Gallery Shows due to Covid-19 

June 2020: Art from the Southbank: Works inspired by John Barth’s vision of the Eastern Shore 

 

Social Media/Digital Presence 

This year DCA strengthened its social media presence though the creation of both an Insta-
gram account and a YouTube Channel. DCA uses these platforms to promote artists through-
out the county via initiatives like DCA’s Facebook feature of the week and video submissions. 

Camp Wright by Carole Meers 

Fun Art Ace Hole by Alison Radcliffe 

Red Hull in Drizzle by Maggii Sarfaty 

Moody River by Fran Saunders 



Center Board 
President 
   Matthew Smyth 

Vice President 

   Will Dennehy 

Secretary 

   Stephyn Butcher 

Treasurer 

   Betsey Harrington 

Executive Committee Appointee 

   Caroline Cline 

 
Marlene Lashuk 

Peg McCormack 

Susan Meredith 

Abby Messick 

Bobbie Tamplin 

Theresa Connors, ex-officio, 
   Dorchester County Schools 

Amanda Fenstermaker, ex-officio, 
   Dorchester County Tourism 
 

Center Staff 
Executive Director 

   Barb Seese 
Visual Arts Coordinator 

   Katie Hurley 

Front Desk 

   Jean Smith, Administrative Asst. 
   Elissa Crouch, Reception 
Financial Administrator 

   Windy Karpavage 
 

The Year in Review 

Artists Joe Manokey and Patty Logan 

Arts in Education 
As part of its role as the designated Arts Council for Dorchester County, each year DCA 
brings art experiences to students via Arts in Education (AiE) funds from the  
Maryland State Arts Council.  

School-based FY20 Programs were cancelled due to the COVID-10 pandemic.          
Remaining funds will be moved to FY21.  

$750: Community youth project: Cambridge BLM street mural, under the direction of              
“Play in Color” founder and director Shelton Hawkins, with mural artist Miriam Moran.      
Special thanks to Luis Lopez, Sherwin-Williams Cambridge MD, for the paint donation! 

FY 20 Community Arts Grants 
The Community Arts Grants program is an effort of the Dorchester Center for the Arts, as  
the designated Arts Council for Dorchester County, to support and expand arts programming 
throughout our county. These funds, allocated by the Maryland State Arts Council, are  
intended to encourage arts programming and arts participation across the county. Supported 
arts disciplines include dance, theatre, visual arts, music, film/media arts, literary arts, folk/
heritage/traditional, and multi-disciplinary arts programming. These funds are distributed to 
selected non-profit organizations through two annual funding cycles. 

$500 Alpha Genesis CDC / Glass mosaic sign for Cornish Park / Cambridge, MD 

$600 Eastern Shore Hospital Center / “Notes & Quotes” project with visiting artist            
Chris Carter / Cambridge, MD 

$700 National Outdoor Foundation / Outdoor Show 75th Anniversary / Church Creek, MD 

$750 Nanticoke Historic Preservation Alliance, Inc. / Performances, Nanticoke River        
Jamboree at Handsell / Vienna, MD  

FY20 Onsite Visitation: 9,471  

Adults 4,880  

Seniors 3,672  

Youth 919  

(Closed March 15 - June 10)  

Bond  Bill Award and Building Update 
Will Dennehy, Building Committee Chair 
 
There is a need to escrow money to replace the existing HVAC systems. All the AC units and 
boilers are at or well past their useful lives. The loss of one 5-ton rooftop unit during the sum-
mer will make that space unusable for any function with more than 20 people. The replace-
ment cost of one 5-ton unit is about $20,000. There are three. Additionally, the pumps on the 
boiler are leaking and replacement is recommended. There are eight split systems, some of 
them over twenty years old. All are over  twelve years old. The cost to replace each unit is 
about $8,000 by Choptank Heating and Air’s estimate. 
 
Two years ago Tim Crosby estimated the cost of competing the second floor at $125,000.     
I’d suggest it is closer to $150,000. 
 
Work is underway related to the State Bond Bill Award. Several projects were initiated as en-
hancements to the George B. Todd Performance Hall to support expanded activities in music, 
theatre and film as well as support for exhibits. Items include a portable stage, comfortable 
seating, folding partitions, film projector and screen, and gallery hanging system. Additional 
enhancements were included for the first floor including improved storage and lighting, and 
completion of the window lintel repair project that was previously postponed.  



July  

Art camp for youth of all ages. Classes included Hip Hop Dance,              
Musical Theatre, ceramics, drawing, painting, and upcycled fashion - plus 
mini-Mozart for the preschool set! 
 

August 
Art camp for youth of all ages 

Baltimore Symphony Musicians / free concert in the George B. Todd Performance Hall 
 

September 
Day of Resilience & dedication of the Harriet Tubman Mural “Take My Hand” 
painted by Michael Rosato, Dorchester County resident 

Concert: Ashley Watkins, flute 

Showcase - annual artwalk and street festival, featuring a Heritage Village at the Dorchester 

County courthouse to celebrate the 350th Anniversary of  Dorchester County 

October 

Smithsonian Water/Ways: exhibition in the Performance Hall through November 

Community Photography & Digital Arts Exhibition and Competition 
 

November 
Smithsonian Water/Ways 
Wednesday Morning Artists’ Gallery of Gifts 
 

December 
Chorus of Dorchester / direction by Cookie Brohawn with accompanist Laura Todd 

Candy House Decorating Party 
Wednesday Morning Artists’ Gallery of Gifts 
 

January 

Teen Poetry Workshop with Grace Cavalieri, Maryland’s Poet Laureate 

Annual Members Show and Sale 
Children’s Tales Told, Dance & Sing Along with “Granddaddy” 
Countywide Kick Off Event for Black History Month 
 

February 

Historical Screen Painting workshop with John Iampieri 
Mom & Me acrylic classes with Susan Lester 
The Life of Frederick Douglass reenacted by Dr. Walter Jones 

Diane Mezaros and happy campers 

Krishna by Brian C. Baker 

The Year in Review continued 

A Distant View by Jean Del Sordo 

Stained Glass Class 

Ashley Watkins 

Second Saturday Artists’ Reception and Coffeehouse Open Mic held monthly 



Film Screening “You Don’t Know Nothin’ Bout Groove City” 

March 

Art & Zen weekend - an exploration of East Asian artistic traditions 
and their spirit, featuring workshops, demos, film and music. 

DCA closes, with shift to virtual lessons and entertainment. 
 

April  

DCA closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.                                        
Postponed: Guest Artist Gala / Annual Fundraising Event 

Weekly activity emails and YouTube video releases  

YouTube video releases:  

Piano selection with Joy Staniforth 

Weaving demonstration with Michelle Follett 

Ashley Watkins, performing Moonlight Sonata by Beethoven  

Maris Wicker performs Broadway classics from her home 

Sue Lester: How to make pop-up cards 

Petra Bernstein “Nature and Beyond” virtual exhibit 

May 

“You Were Meant to Be Here” - Paul Harrison and Chris Wheedleton 

“Let it Roll” mosaic demonstration by Lisa Scarbath 

“Room in Our Garden” performed by Paul Harrison  

Georgia Fried pop up exhibit 

June 

Studio Tour and Paint with Kayla 

Young People’s Exhibit – Vienna Elementary 

DCA re-opened with limited hours. Gallery and Gift Shop only. 

“Dorchester Cares: A Tapestry for Change.” Community weaving initiative 
in partnership with the Social Action Committee for Racial Justice  

Postponed: Plein Air Golf / Annual Fundraising Event 
 
Traditional art classes continued throughout the year until the March closing. Some more 
unique art forms were taught in workshops, including belly dancing, poetry, song writing,   
social  media, holiday candy house decorating, tarot card reading, Ikebana, and sumi-e. Plus 
monthly coffeehouse open mic. 
 
DCA also offers artful interest groups. While the coronavirus caused a temporary   closure of 
these activities, July to early March featured Tuesday Open Paint, Friday Morning Drawing 
and Fiber Friday, plus the Cambridge Ukulele Club, Choptank Writers and Baywater     

The Year in Review continued 

Art & Zen Ikebana Workshop 

Rhythm and Greens by Petra Bernstein 

Mom & Me Acrylic Class with Sue Lester 

Clay Hand Building Class 

Summer Camp Fun 



Dorchester Center for the Arts / www.dorchesterarts.org 
321 High Street / Cambridge, MD 21613 / 410.228.7782 

 

Dorchester Center for the Arts is dedicated to enrich-

ing Maryland’s Eastern Shore community through 

high quality, engaging programming in the visual, 

literary, musical and performing arts. As the desig-

nated County Arts Council for Dorchester, the Center 

is committed to increasing access to the arts for all 

members of our community by supporting extensive 

outreach and educational opportunities in the arts.  

                          Programs at DCA are supported by the Maryland State Arts Council 

George B. Todd Fund 

Maryland Heritage            
Areas Authority 

Mid-Shore Community 
Foundation 

Nathan Foundation 

Robbins Foundation 

Waddell Foundation 

Partnership In Action 

In FY20, DCA welcomed the Smithsonian Water/Ways exhibit in partnership with Cambridge 
Main Street, Dorchester County Tourism, Heart of Chesapeake Country Heritage Area,        
Dorchester Chamber of Commerce, and Dorchester Retired Educators with participation by 
numerous organizations throughout the shore.  

Special thank you to Cheryl Hannon for her space planning and exhibit design! 

Extending our deep     

appreciation to our 

funding partners: 
Smithsonian Water/Ways 

Special Thanks  

to our Sponsors  

and Funders 

DCA Annual Appeal 
Our deep appreciation to each and every donor to the 2019 Annual Appeal. Your support makes 
the magic happen at DCA! As follows are donors at the $100 level and above: 

Thomas H. Adams  

Will & Leslie Bishop  

Patricia W. Blankley  

Stephyn Butcher  

Katherine Bye 

Delores Dixon 

Dorchester Garden Club  

Donna Estin 

Georgie Feldman 

Michelle Follett  

Robert & Catherine Geisler 

Lisa Heaton 

Evan & Stephanie Hillebrand 

Alicia Hoffman 

William & Barbara Hubbard 

Jon & Margaret Ingersoll 

Ladd & Joan Johnson  

Joy Lloyd Mottram Staniforth  

Peg McCormack  

Richard & Peggy Greenfield 
Foundation  

Jim & Melissa Rosenberg 

    Norman & Frances Saunders 

    Michael & Dale Schrader 

    Barbara J. Seese 

    Graham & Judy Slaughter 

    Phyllis Smith 

    Sharon Smith 

    Matthew D. Smyth  

    Clara Stevens  

    Mary Thomson 

    Sharon Borg Wall 

    Diane West 

Please let us know if there are any errors or omissions 


